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 Picture postcards in the U.S. began with the souvenir issues  

sold at the World Expo in Chicago in 1893. The hobby of postcard  

collecting began soon after and continued unabated until the  

beginning of World War I. 

 In the decade between 1905-1915—the Golden Age of Postcards—

literally millions of postcards were printed, sold and mailed. Official 

USPS figures for the year ending in 1908 showed that seven hundred 

million postcards had been mailed in this country and this number  

continued to climb in the next decade.  

      Today we know that students have probably sent plenty of  

e-mails, but we would be surprised if they had sent a postcard as a way 

of communicating. This year’s theme was challenging the  

students to create a Wild depicting their species 

in its habitat, then writing a note on the back about their  

species to a pen pal of their choice. 

 The Adopt-a-Species partners supplied the teachers with a 5 x 7” 

postcard template with the instructions of having students draw a  

picture of their species in a postcard design. They could illustrate with 

borders or words or where every their imaginations took them. On the 

back they were to write their message to a pen pal—either imaginary 

or real. In some cases students even created a real pen-pal relationship 

so more people would learn about Montana’s spectacular habitat that is 

home to so many unique critters. 

 The opportunity for creativity was endless and the students did a 

great job of portraying their animal and educating us with their  

writings. They incorporated a time honored way of communicating 

while providing a portrait of an important aspect of life in Montana.   

 We hope you enjoy their creativity and read their writings so you 

too can learn a little more about Montana’s Wildlife in 

 Wild.  
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Janice Crawley Boulder  Moose 

Maria Unrah Broadwater Pine Marten 

Matt Ventresca Bryant Gray Wolf 

Katrina Chaney Canyon Creek Black-footed Ferret 

Jill Downing Central River Otter 

Lisa Heitt Clancy Bald Eagle 

Helga Stimson Four Georgians Lynx 

LeeAnn Berry Hawthorne Bald Eagle 

Sherri Haller Jefferson Osprey 

Shelly Sharp Jim Darcy Bison 

Emily Hankins Kessler Beaver 

Annette Gardner Lincoln Red-tailed Hawk 

Jan Martineau Montana City Grizzly Bear 

Kate Dartman Radley Mountain Goat 

Allyson Hamill Rossiter Mountain Lion 

Virginia Dundas Smith Bighorn sheep 

Jennifer Anderson Townsend Red Fox 

Sue Nyland Warren Black Bear 

Nellene Hickel Wolf Creek White-tail Deer 

      

The Adopt-a-Species partners selected Kate Dartman as our Featured Teacher 

for the year 2010-2011 because she has gone above and beyond with her com-

mitment to the Adopt-a-Species Program. As the liaison, she relays AAS news, 

gets other teachers excited about the program and we have had record partici-

pation from Radley School. Here is more information about Kate and why she 

is dedicated to the Adopt-a-Species Program.  

 Kate grew up in Helena. She received a BA in Elementary Education  

from Carroll College and a Masters Degree in Education from MSU Northern. 

Her teaching career began in Forsyth, Montana. She then returned to Helena in 

1984. She has been teaching and sharing her enthusiasm for education in East 

Helena for over 25 years and she is currently celebrating 30 years of teaching! 

 While growing up in Montana, her family enjoyed camping, fishing,  

and other outdoor activities and the family continues to cherish the Montana 

lifestyle.  

 The Adopt-a-Species program has been a wonderful fit for the classroom 

environment. The East Helena school community has always enthusiastically 

supported Adopt-a-Species. The program provides a valuable mechanism to 

promote species recognition and instill within students the importance of  

habitat preservation. 

 

(Note: Because Kate had full participation from her fellow teachers, they turned in 

their entries first and requested they be sent back so they could use the postcards in a 

pen-pal relationship. The winning art had been scanned and the postcards written up, 

and postcards sent back post-haste. In the meantime, there was a computer malfunc-

tion and the messages were lost. The situation was disheartening, but we very glad 

that, at least, the images had been saved.)  

 



 

 The Foundation for Animals is a unique  

nonprofit foundation dedicated to addressing  

the critical needs of animals, both domestic  

and wild. The Foundation provides assistance  

to well-managed projects that promote animal  

welfare, prevent animal suffering, and provide  

improvements for animals. 

 The Adopt-a-Species program encourages  

K-5 school children to learn about wild animals 

and habitat needs. The Foundation for Animals has 

been involved with the program since inception, 

and has been instrumental in bringing educational 

films, and eco-entertainers to area students to  

increase their knowledge of the conservation of 

Montana habitat for wildlife. For more information 

about the Foundation for Animals, please visit our 

website at www.foundationfor animals.org. 

 

 Straddling the Continental Divide, the HNF is 

rich with natural and cultural resources. Its diverse 

topography and geology provides great scenery 

and recreational opportunities abound.  

 The Forests’ mountain ranges contain a  

wide array of plant and animal life. Native  

cutthroat trout and other fish species populate  

clear mountain lakes and streams and wildlife  

is found everywhere. 

 HNF is committed to providing quality  

visitor information, education and outreach to  

the community. As part of these efforts, HNF  

has been involved with the Adopt-a-Species  

program since inception and appreciates how  

current partnerships have revitalized a great  

education program focusing on habitat. For  

more information, please call 406.449.5201.  

 

 MDF is organized to provide hands-on  

experiences in nature that will lead people to  

value and promote Montana’s natural resources. 

MDF provides free environmental education to  

a diverse audience.  

 Programs include snow school in winter 

months, hosted hikes and moonlight hikes  

year-round and MDF provides key support for a  

multitude of programs in 19 area schools.  

This conservation education and recreational  

outreach engages more than 8,000 outdoor  

enthusiasts each year. For more information, 

please call 406.495.3711 or check out the website 

at www.montanadiscoveryfoundation.org.  

 

 Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, through  

its employees and citizen commission, provides  

for the stewardship of the fish, wildlife, parks  

and recreational resources of Montana, while  

contributing to the quality of life for present  

and future generations.  

 It is the belief of FWP that safe,  

knowledgeable, involved and responsible  

participants are essential for effective  

management and conservation of Montana’s  

resources, and that active participation leads 

people to develop an interest to conserve and  

manage those same resources. For more  

information visit www.fwp.mt.gov.   


