
GENERAL INFO: This tour begins in Townsend or Radersberg and is entirely on 
gravel roads. This route travels along the east side of the Elkhorn Mountains and offers 
many opportunities for primitive recreation. Numerous trailheads can be found along the 
route, but no facilities. Additionally, many of the roads are closed to motorized use from 
December 2 to May 15. Eagle Guard Station represents one of the crown jewels of the 
Elkhorns and is available as a rental cabin throughout the year. Many wildlife species 
can be found here and include elk, moose, fox, snowshoe hare, and deer. 
 
DIRECTIONS: From Hwy. 12, turn south on to Indian Creek Road,  just west of the 
town of Townsend. Follow signs to Eagle Guard Station. Passing the cabin, the road 
dead-ends at the undeveloped trailhead for trails 101/112, the Eureka Creek Interpretive 
Trail. Heading south from the cabin, on the road, the Crow Creek Falls trailhead is south 
of Crow Creek and is well marked. Continuing south on Forest Road 424, there is a 
junction with Rd. 4031, just north of the town of Radersberg. Road 4031 travels north 
and returns to Hwy. 12 just west of Townsend. The road through Radersberg returns to 
Hwy. 287 near the town of Toston. 
 
HABITATS: The northern portions of this route travel through montane forests while 
the southern portions cross the Intermountain/Foothill Grasslands. Typical montane 
vegetation includes Douglas fir, lodgepole pine, and Englemann spruce trees. The 
grassland species include sagebrush, juniper, and mixed grass/sage parklands. 
 
BEST VIEWING SEASONS: Roads open to motorized traffic May 16 to December 1. 
Some montane birds over winter and can be viewed while the roads are closed. 
 
FACILITIES: None. The Forest Service rental cabin of Eagle Guard Station. Developed 
recreation site at Indian Creek Campground near Townsend and Crow Creek 
Campground (BLM) near Radersberg. 
 
RECOMMENDED HIKES: 
Eagle Interpretive Trail, 
Longfellow Park, Crow Creek 
Falls 
 
CONTACT: Townsend Ranger 
District, Helena National Forest. 
415 S. Front Street, Townsend, 
MT 59644.  
 
Cabin rental information: http://www.recreation.gov 
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