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Western Tanager 



Helena National Forest 
2880 Skyway Dr. 
Helena, MT 59602 

(406) 449-5201 
www.fs.fed.us/r1/helena 

 
Townsend Ranger District 

415 S. Front Street 
Townsend, MT 59644 

(406) 266-3425 
 

Helena Ranger District 
2001 Poplar St. 

Helena, MT 59601 
(406) 449-5490 

 
Birds and Beasleys 

70 S. Park Ave. 
Helena, MT 59601 

(406) 449-0904 
http://www.birdsandbeasleys.com/ 

 
Bureau of Reclamation 

7700 Canyon Ferry Road 
Helena, MT 59602 

(406) 475-3921 
http://www.usbr.gov/gp/mtao/canyonferry/ 

Jefferson Ranger District 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF 

3 Whitetail Rd. 
Whitehall, MT 59759 

(406) 287-3223 
www.fs.fed.us/r1/b-d/ 

 
MT Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
Helena Area Resource Office 

930 Custer Ave. West 
Helena, MT 59620 

(406) 495-3260 
http://fwp.mt.gov 

 
Montana Discovery Foundation 

2880 Skyway Dr. 
Helena, MT 59602 

(406) 495-3711 
http://www.montanadiscoveryfoundation.org 

 
Bureau of Land Management 

Butte Field Office 
106 North Parkmont 

Butte, MT 59701 
(406) 533-7600 

http://www.blm.gov/mt/st/en/fo/
butte_field_office.html 
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The Elkhorn Mountains are an isolated range providing for many great primitive recreational 
opportunities. With this in mind, please be aware that facilities are very limited through out the 
routes. For example, public outhouses are located at the Indian Road Campground (Bureau of 
Reclamation) in Townsend, the Elkhorn Picnic Area (Jefferson Ranger District) at the town of 
Elkhorn, and Crow Creek Campground (Bureau of Land Management) near Radersburg.  Please 
plan accordingly. 
Travel is on narrow dirt or gravel forest roads. Some roads may be impassible due to weather 
conditions. Please observe posted travel management signs and speed limits. Drive for the 
conditions and enjoy your time in the woods! 

Elkhorn Information:  
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/helena/elkhorns/index.shtml 

On-line Montana field guide: http://fieldguide.mt.gov 
Discover Montana’s Ecosystems:   

http://fwp.mt.gov/education/ecosystem/home.html 

Cabin rentals: http://www.recreation.gov 
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Northwest 
Tour 

Eastern 
Tour 

Southwest 
Tour 

To Boulder 

To Townsend 
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GENERAL INFO: This tour begins in Montana City or Clancy and is entirely 
on gravel roads. This route travels along the north and west sides of the 
Elkhorn Mountains and offers many opportunities for recreation. Several 
trailheads can be found along the route, but no facilities. A large portion of this 
route is designated open during the winter but is not maintained. Many wildlife 
species can be found here and include elk, moose, fox, snowshoe hare, and 
porcupine. 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From I-15 take the Montana City exit. Turn east and travel 
1/10 mile to John’s Street (first right) and continue on after it becomes 
McClellan Creek Road for approximately 4.3 miles to the intersection of Forest 
roads #226 and #294. Road #294 continues to the Casey Meadows trail or out 
to Hwy. 12 just east of East Helena. Turning right on #226 takes a visitor south 
to Alhambra, passing the road to Strawberry Butte Lookout and Willard Creek. 
 
HABITATS:  The primary portions of this route travel through montane forests 
while the northern portions (heading toward Hwy. 12) cross the Intermountain/
Foothill Grasslands. Typical montane vegetation includes Douglas fir, 
lodgepole pine, and Englemann spruce trees. The grassland species include 
sagebrush, juniper, and mixed grass/sage parklands. 
 
BEST VIEWING SEASONS: Roads open year-round but may not have been 
plowed during the winter. Some montane birds over winter. 
 
FACILITIES:  None.  
 

RECOMMENDED HIKES:  
Casey Meadows, Strawberry 
Lookout, Willard Creek 
Interpretive Trail 
 
CONTACT: Helena Ranger 
District, Helena National 
Forest. 2001 Poplar St., Helena, 
MT 59601.  
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MacGillivray’s Warbler 
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Willard Creek Trail 

Casey Meadows 
Trail 

Strawberry Lookout 



GENERAL INFO: This tour begins near the town of Boulder and is entirely 
on gravel roads. This route travels around a loop on the south end of the 
Elkhorn Mountains and offers a diversity of habitats, a State Park, and a 
developed picnic area. The road to the town of Elkhorn is open year-round, 
but, some of the roads are closed to motorized use from October 1 to January 
1. 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From Hwy. 69, turn north and follow signs to the town of 
Elkhorn. The developed picnic site, with outhouse, is located on the south side 
of the town site. Follow Forest Road 9366 south east, passing the historic 
cemetary,. Follow Road 8579 south, passing Deadman Spring, then return to 
Hwy. 69 on Road 517. 
 
HABITATS:  The northern portions of this route travel through montane 
forests while the southern portions cross the Intermountain/Foothill 
Grasslands. Typical montane vegetation includes Douglas fir, lodgepole pine, 
and Englemann spruce trees. A majority of this route is through the grasslands, 
home to species including sagebrush, juniper, and mixed grass/sage parklands. 
 
BEST VIEWING SEASONS: May to September, but roads open to Elkhorn 
year-round. 
 
FACILITIES:  Developed picnic site with outhouse at the town of Elkhorn. 
 
CONTACT: Jefferson Ranger District, Beaverhead-Deerlodge National 
Forest, 3 Whitetail Road, Whitehall, MT 59759. (406) 287-3223 

��"�!/������"��

SPECIES: General species on these routes will be sagebrush/
grassland birds; riparian-associated, and montane species. 

Highlighted species: Long-billed Curlew, Clark’s Nutcracker, 
Hermit Thrush, Green-tailed Towhee, Wilson’s Snipe, American 

Dipper, Vesper Sparrow, Dusky Flycatcher, Dusky Grouse, 
Hammond’s Flycatcher, Western Meadowlark, Red-naped Sapsucker, 

Rock Wren, Brown Creeper, and MacGillivray’s Warbler 
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GENERAL INFO: This tour begins in Townsend or Radersberg and is entirely on 
gravel roads. This route travels along the east side of the Elkhorn Mountains and offers 
many opportunities for primitive recreation. Numerous trailheads can be found along the 
route, but no facilities. Additionally, many of the roads are closed to motorized use from 
December 2 to May 15. Eagle Guard Station represents one of the crown jewels of the 
Elkhorns and is available as a rental cabin throughout the year. Many wildlife species 
can be found here and include elk, moose, fox, snowshoe hare, and deer. 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From Hwy. 12, turn south on to Indian Creek Road,  just west of the 
town of Townsend. Follow signs to Eagle Guard Station. Passing the cabin, the road 
dead-ends at the undeveloped trailhead for trails 101/112, the Eureka Creek Interpretive 
Trail. Heading south from the cabin, on the road, the Crow Creek Falls trailhead is south 
of Crow Creek and is well marked. Continuing south on Forest Road 424, there is a 
junction with Rd. 4031, just north of the town of Radersberg. Road 4031 travels north 
and returns to Hwy. 12 just west of Townsend. The road through Radersberg returns to 
Hwy. 287 near the town of Toston. 
 
HABITATS:  The northern portions of this route travel through montane forests while 
the southern portions cross the Intermountain/Foothill Grasslands. Typical montane 
vegetation includes Douglas fir, lodgepole pine, and Englemann spruce trees. The 
grassland species include sagebrush, juniper, and mixed grass/sage parklands. 
 
BEST VIEWING SEASONS: Roads open to motorized traffic May 16 to December 1. 
Some montane birds over winter and can be viewed while the roads are closed. 
 
FACILITIES:  None. The Forest Service rental cabin of Eagle Guard Station. Developed 
recreation site at Indian Creek Campground near Townsend and Crow Creek 
Campground (BLM) near Radersberg. 
 
RECOMMENDED HIKES:  
Eagle Interpretive Trail, 
Longfellow Park, Crow Creek 
Falls 
 
CONTACT: Townsend Ranger 
District, Helena National Forest. 
415 S. Front Street, Townsend, 
MT 59644.  
 
Cabin rental information: http://www.recreation.gov 
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Red-Breasted Nuthatch 
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Crow Creek 
Falls 

Longfellow Park 

Eagle Guard 
Station 

Crow Creek 
Campground 


