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Ten Year Anniversary! Adopt-A-
“Discovering Montana’s Wild Web of Life” Species
Wildlife
As we begin the 10th year of the Adopt-A-Species Program we Education
celebrate 10 great years of exciting presenters such as The Banana Slug Partnership

String Band, the Karelian Bear Dogs, Vince Yannon and his Ambassador
Animals, author Rolland Smith, and last year’s performance by Walkin’ Jim September, 2006
Stoltz. We recognize the wonderful pieces school children have created to
educate others about their adopted species, such as the illustrated
calendar, weekly columns in the paper, posters, placemats, and special
inserts in the Helena Independent Record. Most of all we value the hard
work and dedication of our teachers who bring the program alive to their
students by exploring each year’s trunk, encouraging their students to
participate in spring projects, and providing annual feedback to improve the
program.

This year's theme, “Discovering Montana’s Wild Web of Life,” -
encourages students to explore the various connections between their Web of Life
adopted species and other animals, plants and resources in the
environment. To commemorate the 10th Anniversary, all schools will be Adopt-A-Species
receiving their original trunks and species to study this year. How has your Education Themes:
trunk changed since you last saw it in 20017

Fall Kick-Off Assemblies

Fall Assemblies will include unveiling of this s
year’s species at each school, as well as excerpts 4
¥ from two wonderful nature documentaries narrated *
by a 6 year old: Alaska’s Coolest Animals and The
Biggest Bears. See the assembly schedule inside! E

o Wildlife Habitats and
Ecosystems

e Living With Wildlife

} e Becoming “partners with
wildlife” and educating
others.

Standards and Objectives Inside this issue:
Yes we have them!

Program Mission: To increase student awareness and understanding of Mon- | Contacts 2

tana wildlife and the need for habitat stewardship Species List 2

Goal 1: Students will increase their awareness of Montana wildlife through study

of their adopted species. Request Form Insert

Goal 2: Students will increase their awareness of native habitat and how to be | , .. o Insert
ly Survey

good stewards of the land.
Goal 3: Students will improve and utilize their writing skills to teach others about Assembly Schedule 3
their adopted species.

New Teachers! 3

State Standards Addressed:

Science Content Standard 3: (1) A students must be able to demon-| ey Activities 3
strate knowledge of characteristics, structures, and function of living things, the
process and diversity of life, and how living organisms interact with each other and | 4,; auction 4
their environment.

Writing Content Standards 1, 2, 5: A student must be able to write | 7he Moose 4
clearly and effectively. A student must apply a range of skills and strategies in the
writing process. Students recognize the structures of various forms and apply | Wildlife Center 4

these characteristics to their own writing.
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2006-2007 School Contact List

Adopt-A-Species Newsletter

School 2006-2007 School Contacts IAddress

IAdopted Species
Broadwater Black Bear Carol Hunter 900 Hollins
324-1132 chunter@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59602
Bryant River Otter Larry Hanson 1529 Boulder
324-1185 lahanson@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Central Bald Eagle Deb Johnson 402 N. Warren
324-1237 djohnson@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Four Georgians Grey Wolf Helga Stimson 555 West Custer
324-1324 hstimson@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59602
Hawthorne Red Tailed Hawk Peg Hunter 420 Madison Av
324-1384 phunter@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Jefferson Moose Sherri Haller 1023 Broadway
324-2079 shaller@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Jim Darcy Mountain Goat Shelly Sharp 990 W. Lincoln Road
324-1429 ssharp@helena.k12.mt.us Helena MT 59602
Kessler Bison Susan Beckstrom 2420 Choteau
324-1687 sbeckstrom@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Radley Pine Martin Kate Dartman PO. Box 1280
227-7710 kdartman@ehps.k12.mt.us East Helena 59635
Rossiter Black Footed Ferret Cynthia Mulvaney 1497 Sierra Road
324-1514 cmulvaney@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59602
Smith Grizzly Bear Jodee Martello 2320 5™ Ave.
324-1528 jmartello@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
\Warren Red Fox Sue Nyland 2690 York Road
324-1616 snyland@hotmail.com Helena. MT 59602
Boulder Prairie Dog Janice Crawley 205 S. Washington
225-3316 jcrawley@jhs.k12.mt.us Boulder MT 59632
Canyon Creek White-tail Deer Katrina Chaney PO Box 523
368-2230 13kchaney@netscape.com \Wolf Creek MT 59633
Clancy Mountain Lion Lisa Heitt 6 N Main
933-5531 Iheitt@clancy.k12.mt.gov Clancy, MT 59634
Lincoln Bald Eagle IAnnette Gardner P.O. Box 39
362-4201 agardner@lincoln.k12.mt.us Lincoln Mt 59639
Montana City Osprey Jan Martineau 11 McClellan Creek Rd
442-6779 jmartineau@metnet.mt.gov Clancy MT 59634
Townsend Beaver Beth Clarkson 201 N. Spruce
266-3942 eclarkson@townsend.k12.mt.us [Townsend MT 59644
\Wolf Creek Big Horn Sheep \Valerie Cundall 200 PO Box
235-4241 wolfcreekschool@in-tch.com \Wolf Creek MT 59648

Committee Contacts

Organization Contact IAddress & Phone E-mail

[The Foundation for Animals Marilyn Evans PO Box 389 mkfa@mt.net

143-6532 Mikal Kellner Helena, MT 59624 www.montanawildlife.org
Carla Wambach 443-6532

Helena National Forest Liz Burke 2880 Skyway Drive lizburke@fs.fed.us

495-3713 Helena, MT 59601

Montana Discovery Foundation [Debbie Anderson 2880 Skyway Drive debbieanderson@fs.fed.us

495-3711 Helena, MT 59601

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks Kurt Cunningham PO Box 200701 kcunningham@mt.gov

444-1267 Helena, MT 59620

MT Wildlife Federation Jan Cronin PO Box 1175 jcronin@mtwf.org

458-0227 Helena, MT 59624

Foundation for Animals—Helena National Forest—MT Discovery Foundation— MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks—MT Wildlife Federation
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2006 Kick-Off Assembly Schedule

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:30-11:15
Wolf Creek
2:00-2:45
Hawthorne
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:45-9:30 8:45-9:30 10:30-11:10
Kessler Rossiter Radley
2:00-2:45 EARLY 2:00-2:45 2:00-2:45
Broadwater RELEASE DAY | Jefferson Bryant
. ______________________________________________________________________ ________|
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:05-9:50 9:25-10:10
Lincoln Jim Darcy
2:15-3:00 2:00-2:45
Montana City Warren
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:45-10:25
Boulder
2:15-3:00
2:00—2:45 1:15-2:00
Four G’s/ . 1:00-1:45
Canyon Creek Smith Townsend Central

Welcome Five New Adopt-A-Species Teachers

The Adopt-A-Species Program is pleased to welcome 5 new contact teachers who will be
helping with the program this year. They include Jodee Martello from Smith School, Katrina Chaney
from Canyon Creek School, Lisa Heitt from Clancy School, Beth Clarkson from Townsend School,
and Valerie Cundall from Wolf Creek School. We look forward to tapping your ideas and energy for
the program.

A heart felt thank you goes to these past contact teachers who are retiring or moving on to
other commitments: Leslie Donohue, Tara Ferriter, Marcia Hecker, Anna Thennis and Amy Woodger.

Web of Life Activities

There are a variety of ways to teach web of life concepts to your classroom. Below are just a
few resources that may get your creative juices flowing:

e Project Wild: “Habitat Lap Sit”
o Ecosystem Matters: “Spinning the Eco-Web”

e Project Learning Tree: “Web of Life”

Foundation for Animals—Helena National Forest—MT Discovery Foundation— MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks—MT Wildlife Federation




Spring 2006 Art Auction a Success

Last year’s student winners of the Spring Art/Writing Contest, “Montana, My Big Backyard”
helped raise funds for the Adopt-A-Species Program. Winners’ work from 1st place, 2nd place
and 3rd place generated $110 for Montana Willdife Federation (MWF) and the Adopt-A-Species
Program. MWF auctioned the works at their annual meeting on April 22, 2006.

Congratulations to last year’s winners, Meg Giddings (5th grade) Broadwater School,
Kailtin Martin (4th grade) Montana City School, and Alyssa Stewart (3rd grade) Kessler School.

In addition to full representation of all schools in an Independent Record insert, Adopt-A-
Species winning art from 2007 will be auctioned at MWF’s 72nd Annual Fundraising Dinner and
Auction on April 21, 2007 at the Great Northern Hotel in Helena. Thank you students for your
great work !

The first in a series of articles highlighting Adopt-A-Species Program animals

The Wonder of Nature

L/\

B Moose in Autumn

2 Moose mate in early fall. During mating season, females attract males with
their deep calls and strong scent. Bull moose use their antlers in threat displays
when they are fighting over females. Sometimes they will get into a pushing fight
with their antlers. These fights rarely get too serious because the antlers could catch
together and both moose could die. When mating season is over, the moose's antlers will fall off.
Mice and other rodents will gnaw on the antlers because they are a good source of calcium.

The female gives birth during the spring or summer. She usually e
has one baby. Moose calves can stand up within a day and they can -
swim within a couple of weeks. Calves are weaned after about six
months and will stay with their mother until the next young are born.
Mothers are very protective of their calves and will charge people if they
get too close. Bull moose may also charge people and even cars during
mating season. Moose can run as fast as 35 mph, so it's a good idea to i
stay out of their way' U.S. Fish and Wildife

The moose is active in the day, especially at dawn and dusk. It has very poor eyesight but
good hearing and an excellent sense of smell. It is a very good swimmer and can swim as fast as
six miles an hour in the water. The moose is usually a peaceful animal but can become aggressive
when it is threatened.

***Check out this year’s REQUEST FORM inside—
receive free materials, schedule classroom visits, or field

Montana Wildlife Center

Summer construction is finally completed and the Stedman building is now
stabilized, which means it is within codes. The exterior of the building including
the roof, windows, and doors were also renovated to historic specifications. Once
additional funding is secured, work will continue on the building’s interior including
classroom, theater, exhibit area, and living stream.

Also, Patrica Stowka has been hired as the new Wildlife Center Director. Pat brings a
wealth of experience and talent to the job in terms of animal care as well as knowledge about
dealing with living with wildlife issues. Welcome Patti!

Foundation for Animals—Helena National Forest—MT Discovery Foundation— MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks—MT Wildlife Federation
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