Adopt-A-Species Newsletter
Welcome Back! Adopt-A-

my Adopt-A-Speci es i mportant in the web 0f

We have listened to your feedback from previous years and are
giving teachers the choice of scheduling contest work for their students ’
during the next three months. Packets of information and official contest G m
forms will arrive shortly. Please copy the forms for your students and submit 8%

all entries to the Adopt-A-Species Committee no later than Friday, March _
16th. Entries will be judged and samples from each school will be featured Web of Life

in an Independent Record insert around Earth Day in April. Adopt-A-Species
Montana Wildlife Federation will once again feature the top entries Education Themes:
from each age category at its Spring Banquet on April 21, 2007. The o Wildlife Habitats and
winning artwork will be framed, auctioned at the event, and a portion of the =~ Fcosystems
proceeds will benefit the Adopt-A-Species Program. Student winners will o Living With Wildlife

also receive a framed copy of their artwork to keep.

e Becoming “partners with
wildlife” and educating

A highlight of the year is displaying what students have learned

others.
about their adopted species, educating others in the community. Take part
in this wonderful opportunity! Web Sites for Research:
i PRkt http://fwp.mt.gov/fieldguide/

Fall Assemblies Wrap Up
May 9th Workshop http:/

animaldiversity.ummz.umich.ed
The Adopt-a-Species Program u/site/index.html

! received great coverage this Fall
W when the Independent Record visited | htp:/www.enature.com/home/
' the Four Georgians school assembly.

Schools enjoyed the Biggest Bears Inside this issue:
video and the exciting presentation
by emcee, Carla Wambach. Contacts 2

Specigs List 2
Plans are underway for next fal6s assembl
educational entertainment by past Adopt-A-Species graduates. We will Request Form Insert
announce the details at our annual workshop/trunk exchange tentatively

scheduled for Wednesday, May 9th from 1 - 3:30pm.

Spring Art Auction 3

NS

Wildlife Rehab News
,4// our efforts to conserve wildlife are for naug/nf i we fail to sow the

Creature Feature 4
seeds of an environmental ethic in the next generation.” A. Bcnéovits

Wildlife Center News 4

, , Species
Spring Contest Information vf,’“d”fe
The snow may be flying, but plans are already underway for the Education
Spring Art/Writing Contest. This yéartaershime me,
Web of Life, o wildl be the topic. New this year
grades K-2 will draw a picture of their species in its habitat; grades 3-5 will January, 2007
draw their species in its Montana habitat AND an
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2006-2007 School Contact List
School 2006-2007 School Contacts IAddress

IAdopted Species
Broadwater Black Bear Carol Hunter 900 Hollins
324-1132 chunter@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59602
Bryant River Otter Larry Hanson 1529 Boulder
324-1185 lahanson@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Central Bald Eagle Deb Johnson 402 N. Warren
324-1237 djohnson@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Four Georgians Grey Wolf Helga Stimson 555 West Custer
324-1324 hstimson@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59602
Hawthorne Red Tailed Hawk Peg Hunter 420 Madison Ave.
324-1387 phunter@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Jefferson Moose Sherri Haller 1023 Broadway
324-2079 shaller@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Jim Darcy Mountain Goat Shelly Sharp 990 W. Lincoln Road
324-1429 ssharp@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59602
Kessler Bison Susan Beckstrom 2420 Choteau
324-1687 sbeckstrom@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
Radley Pine Martin Kate Dartman PO. Box 1280
227-7710 kdartman@ehps.k12.mt.us East Helena 59635
Rossiter Black Footed Ferret Cynthia Mulvaney 1497 Sierra Road
324-1514 cmulvaney@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59602
Smith Grizzly Bear Jodee Martello 2320 5™ Ave.
324-1528 jmartello@helena.k12.mt.us Helena 59601
\Warren Red Fox Sue Nyland 2690 York Road
324-1616 snyland@hotmail.com Helena 59602
Boulder Prairie Dog Janice Crawley 205 S. Washington
225-3316 jcrawley@jhs.k12.mt.us Boulder 59632
Canyon Creek White-tail Deer Katrina Chaney PO Box 523
368-2230 katrinachaney@yahoo.com Canyon Creek 59633
Clancy Mountain Lion Lisa Heitt 6 N Main
933-5531 Iheitt@clancy.k12.mt.gov Clancy 59634
Lincoln Bald Eagle IAnnette Gardner P.O. Box 39
362-4201 agardner@lincoln.k12.mt.us Lincoln 59639
Montana City Osprey Jan Martineau 11 McClellan Creek Rd
442-6779 jmartineau@metnet.mt.gov Clancy 59634
[Townsend Beaver Beth Clarkson 201 N. Spruce
266-3942 eclarkson@townsend.k12.mt.us [Townsend 59644
\Wolf Creek Big Horn Sheep \Valerie Cundall 200 PO Box
235-4241 wolfcreekschool@in-tch.com \Wolf Creek 59648

Committee Contacts

495-3713

Organization Contact IAddress & Phone E-mail

[The Foundation for Animals Marilyn Evans PO Box 389 mkfa@mt.net

143-6532 Mikal Kellner Helena, MT 59624 www.montanawildlife.org
Carla Wambach 443-6532

Helena National Forest Liz Burke 2880 Skyway Drive lizburke@fs.fed.us

Helena, MT 59601

Montana Discovery Foundation [Debbie Anderson

2880 Skyway Drive

debbieanderson@fs.fed.us

458-0227

495-3711 Helena, MT 59601

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks Kurt Cunningham PO Box 200701 kcunningham@mt.gov
444-1267 Helena, MT 59620

MT Wildlife Federation Jan Cronin PO Box 1175 jcronin@mtwf.org

Helena, MT 59624

Foundation for Animals - Helena National Forest - Montana Discovery Foundation
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Spring Art Auction
Montana Wildlife Federation, a partner with Adopt-A-Species will feature the
winningstudentartworkfromthe11”‘Annual ar t contest, t heno ¥ Di sfcover

Montanadés Wild Web of Life. 0 The top thr Z2¢ nners?d
Montana Wi ldlife Federationb6s Annual Fun '\s‘ing Ban

April 21, 2007 at the Best Western Hel en&a=meS:at Nor t
artwork will be auctioned in the live auctionand 2™ and 3“p | ace wi nnersd art wi || be

included in the silent auction with a portion of the proceeds being returned to the program. Please
contact Montana Wildlife Federation at 406-458-0227 for more details about reservations for the April
21, 2007 dinner.

Wildlife Rehabilitation Update

. 6 ’ The Adopt-A-Species Program has strong ties to the Montana Wildlife
‘. 0. . Rehabilitation Center that is under the management of Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.
‘.“ ‘."5 Here is an update on some of the animals cared for at the center: As of early
([ 4 ~ December, the Center had received approximately 50 orphaned, sick or injured animals.
.d These include ten black bear cubs, all of which will be released over the winter or early
spring. In September, the MWRC received a non-releasable grizzly yearling from
northwestern Montana. The bear and his sibling (brother) had been separated from their mother
sooner than most young grizzlies usually leave their mothers, and the two bears soon began getting
into trouble with people. When the MWRC received the bear, volunteers and staff immediately began
looking for a facility that would be willing to take the bear and provide a permanent home for him in
captivity. The Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in Colorado Springs, Colorado, just happened to be looking
for a grizzly for a new exhibit and they agreed to take the bear in the spring. We are grateful that the
bear will continue to be an ambassador for wild grizzlies and will be able to educate people about this
magnificent species.
Other interesting critters received this year include: a porcupine, four beaver, two bobcats,
three raccoons, a great blue heron, and a pelican. And each one of these animals has an interesting
story. The beavers were rescued when their mother was hit and killed by a car. The amazing part of
the story is that the babies hadndt etheeclockbaeedoyra bor n vy
small army of very dedicated people, all four young survived and were eventually released into the
wild earlier this fall. The porcupine was brought to the MWRC at only three weeks old. It had been
attacked by a dog before its quills had become hard enough for it to defend itself. After surgery and
several treatments of antibiotics, the animal 6s |t ail
porcupine should not be released back into the wild and arranged for it to be transferred to the
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo i the same zoo that the grizzly bear will be going to in the spring. We just
received an update from the zoo and the porcupine is settling into its new home nicely. You can see
the porcupine now on the front cover of the Montana Magazine Picture Issue 2007.
The bobcats and the raccoons were released back into the wild this fall after they were big
enough to care for themselves and were able to hunt for or find food on their own. The heron was
also released after it had recovered from lead poisoning. These animals immediately began exploring
their new homes and all indications are that they will do very well. There truly is no greater sight than
watching a wild animal returned to its natural home.
The pelican, our most recent arrival, isnodét Qquite
somewhere where it can spend all year on open water. The bird is healthy and able to feed itself, but
has a permanent injury to its wing and is unable to fly south for the winter. The MWRC is currently
researching a way to get this amazing bird to an area where it can live comfortably all Y
year-round. \“0"
Those are some of the highlights of another exciting year at the Montana Wild-
life Rehabilitation Center. We appreciate all of the help we received throughout the Y
season and |l ook forward to the New Yearv‘\”c we contin
second chance.

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks - Montana Wildlife Federation



Creature Featur e: You O

i The Montana Discovery Foundation brings you a
W feature onadopt-a-s peci es ani mal s. This i s
the river otter. River otters are aquatic mammals. They
. generally Iive along rivers, as th
§ also found near streams and lakes. Otters prefer water
bordered by woods with wetlands and marshes nearby.

They are underwater acrobats that can flex their long bodies
up and down, paddle with their webbed hind feet, and use their feet and strong tails to steer.
They can stay underwater for up to four minutesd then they need to come to the surface for
air. As they dive, they close their ears and nostrils to keep water out. They hunt underwater,
chasing fish, their main food. Otters grab their prey in their mouths. They eat small fish that
they catch right in the water, holding the food with their forepaws while
floating on their backs. When the otters catch big fish, they haul them onto shore to dine.
They also eat frogs, crayfish and other aquatic invertebrates.

While river otters spend most of their time in water, they do travel across land as welld
often looking for a mate. Otters even make their land travel look playful. They run a few
steps and then slide on their bellies. One slide can be as long as 20 feet and may reach a
speed of 18 miles an hour. Clearly, otters know how to have fun!

*** Check out this year 0&redeiedideEntaleriallsORM i nsi d
schedule classroom visits, or field trips.

Wildlife Center News

Two important projects are going on at the Montana Wildlife Center: building a

nature center and expanding the wildlife rehabilitation facility. The renovation of the historic
Stedman foundry building into a nature and education center started in the fall. The fagade
of the foundry building has been stabilized and the exterior improvements included a new
roof and window replacements. The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Foundation is now
raising funds to complete the interior space. Future exhibits will include wildlife and habitat
models as well as wildlife video exhibits.

The wildlife rehabilitation facility adjacent to the Stedman building has been in

operation since 2002. The orphaned bear cub recovery and rehabilitation program is one of
the center 6s p Astheifaeility hasrgrownysa ms the need for more wildlife
enclosures and additional veterinary care and food prep work space. The Foundation For
Animals, a non-profit organization that raises funds for projects that benefit animals, will

begin a fundraising campaign this spring to complete improvements.

Patti Sowka, wildlife center manager, may be contacted at 449-1312 for more information
about the wildlife center.



