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Fall Kick-off Assemblies:  

Helena High Theater  
Students Take it on the Road 

to YOU! 
 Get ready for a real treat.  
Third and fourth year theater  
students from Helena High School 
will educate and entertain at the 
Fall Kick-off Assemblies later this 
month (see Assembly Schedule 
pg. 3). These local thespians will 
present a short film they created 
about respecting habitat and wildlife, and will engage students in a lively 
game show where the audience guesses the new adopted species for the 
year.    
 Many of these high school students learned about native species 
through this very program years ago in their elementary schools. Now they 
are sharing their knowledge and passion for Montana wildlife with younger 
students. Be prepared for an entertaining and informative performance.  
Perhaps some day YOUR students will be leading our fall assemblies! 
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Respect Habitat—Respect Wildlife 
 As we begin the 11th year of the Adopt-A-Species Program that is 
in 19 Helena and surrounding area schools, we would like to welcome back 
our teachers, including many new teachers who may not yet have heard 
about the program. We are a Montana habitat and wildlife education 
program that provides standard-based curriculum and activities (see page 
4), to introduce students to a deeper understanding of wildlife and habitat 
stewardship. Upon invitation we would be glad to visit during your regular 
faculty meetings to describe the program in more detail and answer any of 
your questions. 
 This year’s theme is Respect Habitat—Respect Wildlife. How do we 
show this respect? Is it by keeping natural areas clean of trash? 
Respecting distance between humans and wildlife? We look forward to 
hearing your students’ ideas throughout the year. 
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Helena High School Theater students, shown 

here in last yearôs production of Fiddler on the 

Roof,will be entertaining at the fall assemblies. 

SAVE THE DATE 
The annual Adopt-a-Species Teacher Workshop is tentatively set for 
Wednesday, May 7, from 1:00—3:00pm in the Lewis & Clark Public  
Library. One afternoon substitute per school will be paid for by the  
program. Come and share your school’s success this year, learn new 
ideas from your colleagues, and get a sneak peak at next year’s  
program.     

òAll our efforts to conserve wildlife are for naught if we fail to sow the 

seeds of an environmental ethic in the next generation.ó  A. Berkovits 
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School 
 

2005-2006 
Adopted Species 

School Contacts Address  
 

Broadwater 
324-1132 

Mountain Goat Annie Tague 
rtague@helena.k12.mt.us 

900 Hollins 
Helena 59602 

Bryant 
324-1185 

Bald Eagle Larry Hanson 
lahanson@helena.k12.mt.us 

1529 Boulder  
Helena 59601 

Central  
324-1237 

Lynx Deb Johnson 
djohnson@helena.k12.mt.us 

402 N. Warren 
Helena 59601 

Four Georgians  
324-1324  

Black Bear Helga Stimson 
hstimson@helena.k12.mt.us 

555 West Custer 
Helena 59602 

Hawthorne 
324-1378 

Prairie Dog Peg Hunter 
phunter@helena.k12.mt.us 

420 Madison Av 
Helena 59601 

Jefferson  
324-2079 

Red Fox Sherri Haller 
shaller@helena.k12.mt.us 

1023 Broadway  
Helena 59601 

Jim Darcy  
324-1429 

Grey Wolf Shelly Sharp 
ssharp@helena.k12.mt.us 

990 W. Lincoln Road 
Helena MT  59602 

Kessler 
324-1687 

Big Horn Sheep Susan Beckstrom 
sbeckstrom@helena.k12.mt.us 

2420 Choteau 
Helena 59601 

Radley 
227-7710 

Red Tail Hawk Kate Dartman 
kdartman@ehps.k12.mt.us 

PO. Box 1280 
East Helena 59635 

Rossiter 
324-1514 

Bison Cynthia Mulvaney 
cmulvaney@helena.k12.mt.us 

1497 Sierra Road 
Helena 59602 

Smith 
324-1528 

Black Footed Ferret Jodee Martello 
jmartello@helena.k12.mt.us 

2320 5th Ave. 
Helena 59601 

Warren 
324-1616 

Pine Martin Sue Nyland 
snyland@hotmail.com 

2690 York Road 
Helena. MT 59602 

Boulder  
225-3316 

Grizzly Bear Janice Crawley 

janice.crawley@bgs.k12.mt.us 

205 S. Washington 
Boulder MT  59632 

Canyon Creek 
368-2230 

Mountain Lion Katrina Chaney 
katrinachaney@yahoo.com 

PO Box 523 
Canyon Creek, MT 59633 

Clancy  
933-5531 

Beaver Lisa Heitt 
lheitt@clancy.k12.mt.us 

6 N Main 
Clancy, MT 59634 

Lincoln 
362-4201 

Otter Annette Gardner  
agardner@lincoln.k12.mt.us  

P.O. Box 39 
Lincoln Mt  59639 

Montana City 
442-6779 

Moose Jan Martineau  
jmartineau@metnet.mt.gov 

11 McClellan Creek Rd 
Clancy MT 59634  

Townsend 
266-3942 

Bald Eagle Beth Clarkson 
eclarkson@townsend.k12.mt.us 

201 N. Spruce 
Townsend MT  59644 

Wolf Creek 
235-4241 

Osprey Valerie Cundall 
wolfcreekschool@in-tch.com 

PO Box 200 
Wolf Creek MT  59648 

Committee Contacts 
Organization Contact Address & Phone E-mail 

Foundation for Animals Marilyn Evans 
Mikal Kellner 
Carla Wambach 

PO Box 389 
Helena, MT 59624 
443-6532 

mkfa@mt.net 
www.montanawildlife.org 

Helena National Forest Liz Burke 2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59601 
495-3713 

lizburke@fs.fed.us 

Montana Discovery  
Foundation 

Debbie Anderson 2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59601 
495-3711 

debbieanderson@fs.fed.us 

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks Kurt Cunningham PO Box 200701 
Helena, MT 59620 
449-1312 

kcunningham@mt.gov 

MT Wildlife Federation Jan Cronin PO Box 1175 
Helena, MT 59624 
458-0227 

jcronin@mtwf.org 
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2007 Kick-Off Assembly Schedule 

September—October 2007 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

23 24 
 
10:00—10:30 
Wolf Creek  
 
 
2:30—3:00 
Jefferson 

 

 25 
 
9:00—9:30 
Boulder 
 
 
1:30—2:00 
Townsend 

26 
 
9:00—9:30 
Smith 
 

27 
 
9:00-9:30 
Hawthorne 
 
 
1:00—1:30 
Kessler 

 

28 
 
9:00—9:30 
Bryant 
 
 
1:30—2:00 
Warren 

29 

30 1 
 
10:40—11:10 
Four G’s 
 
 
1:00—1:30 
Central 

2 
 

9:00—9:30 
Lincoln 
 
 
2:30—2:00 
Rossiter 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
2:15—2:45 
Jim Darcy 
hosting   
Canyon Creek 

4 
 
12:30—1:00 
MT City 
 
 
2:30—3:00 
Radley 

5 
 
AM 
Clancy 
 
 
2:00—2:45 
Broadwater 

6 

 

Classroom Ideas 

Ever wondered  how to use the Adopt-A-Species trunks in your classroom? 

Here are a few suggestions and resources from those who use it most…. 

Practice Science Standard 3, and use the activities, “Too Close for Comfort” or 

“Oh Deer” from Project Wild curriculum. 

Explore Indian Education for All, and research the star stories for your species in books such as, 

They Dance in the Sky:  Native American Star Myths. 

Have your students put together a food chain describing all the animals that your species relies on 

or serves as food for others.   Use the MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks website animal guide              

http://fwp.mt.gov/fieldguide and Project Wild  curriculum for resources. 

Incorporate music into your curriculum with some of the following songs:  “Habitat Song”, and 

“Web of Life” from Walkin’ Jim Stoltz; “To Be Wild” by Dale Crider, and “Coming of Horse” and 

“Indian Chant” from Jack Gladstone.  (CD’s with these selections in trunk) 

Put together a drama describing how your species adapts in the winter.  Use “Snug in the Snow” 

drama from Project Wild and your own research for background information. 

Practice Social Studies Standard 3 by having the students write a class newspaper or make a col-

lage describing how humans show respect for the habitat and wildlife.  The following sites provide 

good background:  www.enature.com  and http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html 
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Program Mission, Goals & Standards 
Program Mission:   
To increase student awareness and understanding of Montana wildlife and the need for habitat stewardship 
   Goal 1:  Participating students will increase their awareness of Montana wildlife through study of their 
 adopted species.  
    Goal 2:  Participating students will increase their awareness of native habitat and how to be good stewards 
 of the land. 
 Goal 3:  Participating students will improve and utilize their science, art and writing skills to teach others 
 about their adopted species. 
 
State Standards Addressed: 
 Science Content Standard 3:  (1) A students must be able to demonstrate knowledge of characteristics, 
structures, and function of living things, the process and diversity of life, and how living organisms interact with each 
other and their environment. 
 Writing Content Standards 1, 2, 5:  A student must be able to write clearly and effectively.  A student must 
apply a range of skills and strategies in the writing process.  Students recognize the structures of various forms and 
apply these characteristics to their own writing. 
 Art Content Standards 1, 3:  A student must be able to create, perform/exhibit, and respond in the Arts; 
develop and refine art skills and techniques, ideas, pose and solve problems, and discover meaning. 
 Social Studies Content Standards 1, 3:  Students will access, synthesize, and evaluate information to 
communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real-world situations; Students will apply geographic knowledge 
and skills (e.g. location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 

***Check out this year’s REQUEST FORM inside—receive free materials and schedule 
classroom or off-site field trips!*** 

Creature Feature:  The Beaver  
 
 The beaver is a large, semi-aquatic rodent with a large, flattened tail. It is a strong 
swimmer and can swim up to 5 miles per hour. The beaver can swim underwater for up 
to 15 minutes. Young beavers are called kits. Beavers live in forests in North America 
and in parts of Europe and Asia. Beavers do not hibernate over winter, but they will stay 
in their lodge, where they have stored enough food to last until spring.  
 
Beaver Lodges and Dams: Beavers build sophisticated lodges out of sticks and mud. 

The dome-shaped lodge is built in water and only has underwater 
entrances. If the local pond water isn't deep enough, the beaver will build a 
dam (or a series of dams) downstream from where the beaver wants to 
build a lodge. The dam forms a deep pond. Beavers cut down trees for the 
dam using their strong teeth. The water in the pond must be deep enough 
so that the pond bottom won't freeze in winter, blocking the lodge's 
entrance.  
 
Anatomy: Beavers are about 3 ft long; their flat, thick tail is about 1 ft long. 
They weigh 30-70 pounds. Like all rodents, their teeth continue to grow 

their entire lives. Their ears and nostrils can close while the beaver is underwater. While swimming, 
transparent eyelids protect their eyes. Beavers can close their mouth by closing a flap located behind 
their teeth, allowing them to chew while holding their breath.  
 
Diet: Beavers are herbivores (plant-eaters). They eat tree bark, leaves, 
roots, twigs, and water plants.  
 
Predators: The beaver is hunted by many animals, including coyotes, 
wolves, bears, lynxes, and wolverines. Minks, owls and hawks prey upon 
young beavers. Beavers cannot move very quickly on land, so their best 
defense from predators is to retreat into the water and go into their lodge. 


