Celebrating Earth Day
April 22, 2008

Partners promoting an
_environmental ethic
In the next generation

Partners with Wildlife

This program is presented in partnership with the Foundation for Animals,
Helena National Forest, Montana Discovery Foundation, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks,
Montana Wildlife Federation, and the students and teachers of nineteen area schools.

T R.E.S.P.EC.TH
Find Out What It
Means to ME!

We hope you enjoy this publication of the winning
entries for the Adopt-a-Species art and essay contest.
This year’s theme-Respect Habitat, Respect
Wildlife was chosen by the Adopt-a-Species Partner
Committee. This education program teaches students
the importance of conserving habitat for Montana’s
wildlife, the place of each species in its ecosystem,
and how to become partners with wildlife.
Students start the year focusing on their species
of study. Each school is given an education trunk
highlighting their adopted species. The trunks contain
resource materials, classroom activities, artwork,
games, writings and music, along with other references.
Teachers are encouraged to integrate these studies into
regular curriculum. Local and regional wildlife experts, Moose
biologists, resource managers and enthusiasts are Taryn Holland, 3rd Grade, Montana City School, 1st  Place Art, 3-5 Category
made available to make presentations in classrooms.
To follow-up with their wildlife studies,
students are encouraged to enter into the art and
essay contest that is featured in this newspaper
insert. Art is a great medium for students to express
what they have learned and to share the excitement
they have for their species. Kalli Laurence, 5th grade, Radley Elementary
Watch for next year’'s themesrowing Up Wild
Students will focus on animal babies in the wild. Y T

Connecting Kidsto Their
Community and Ecology

At the recent Montana Environmental
Education Association Conference there was an
in-depth discussion about place-based education. -
Educators were discussing why Montana kids ofter | ==
know more about rainforests than they know about -
the vast array of wildlife and habitat that is unique :
to where they live. The question was asked, “isn't - ; i -
it more important for students to know what isin - § e
their immediate habitat than the wildlife species an - 5
habitat of Africa or Antarctica? The Adopt-a-SPECIE & o
program begs to answer that question.

We live in one of the most magnificent wildlife- Britta Binde 3Eiegr_;?iitlaedRI;g\llg; Elementary JessiE;gRIcI)(rer; SStlﬁegF:ade
wildiand areas in the entire world, yet we continue 2nd, Place Art, ’3—5 Category Kessler School, 3rd Place Art, 3-5 Category

to rely on text books that make no mention of the
wonders of where we live. Students often learn abou
life in other places before they know what is in their
own backyard.

kelsey Kerker, 5th grade, Four Georgians
To have respect for animals means to tread lightly and not to leave anything behiag stash

A place-based education philosophy immerses and qther belongings. Do not leave cigarette butts bghind _because it could caustefieefore
students in local heritage, culture, landscapes, Feeding the animals could get the_m sick and they mlgh_t die and can also conw bamitef
opportunities and experiences as a foundation for Make sure that you stay a good distance away from animals that you seeyol/tse a baby
the study of language arts, mathematics, social studi@gimal, don’t try to pick it up and get your human scent on it. Leave it along and it witlelrg
science, art and music. get back to it's mother. Boating activities can also hurt animals under tee Wéten you go

This philosophy of teaching encourages teachers fishing dispose of your fishing line and hooks properly. So the next time you go fishingghunt
and students to use the schoolyard, community, publiiiking and boating make sure you respect all of these instructions.
lands, and other special places as reSOUrCes, tUMMIN A s o s s e
communities into classrooms. B "

There has been an ongoing evaluation process 1
gauge the effectiveness and outcomes of place-bas
education models currently being used and the find
are clear: place-based education fosters student’s
connection to place and creates healthy partnershig
between schools and communities. It boosts studer
achievement and improves environmental, social al
economic vitality.

In short, this form of education helps students
learn to take care of the world by understanding
where they live and taking action in their own
Backyard and communities.

The Adopt-a-Species Program is a first step i
in leading educators to use their public landsasa = =
classroom that will guide their students to become Moose

stewards of the land, and not just users of it. Hannah Caldwell, 1st grade, Montana City School,
_ 1stplace, K-2 Category
“Place-based education reminds us that learningésy S A N e e e

more than words on a page. It's water moving arounc -
our boots. It's mud and cold. It's all these serysor '
dimensions in the real world we're part of. If itivers
kids are learning about, then standing in one amding
over stones to find stoneflies teaches in new Wats
connect them. They gain new respect for the riieey
have opportunities to see themselves as a part of
something that has a long history and a long future L\
They become more hopeful. ;
Through the experience they learn to become stesvard
—Michael Quinn, 7th & 8th grade scieteacher

River Otter
Taien Christiansen, Kindergarten, Lincoln School
2nd place, K-2 Category
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Teachers— if you would like more information about - '
professional development for place-based educatio an area in which a specific plant or animal
please contact Debbie Anderson or Liz Burke at naturally lives, grows, and reproduces; the area

406-495-3711, 406-495-3713 respectively. Bighorn Sheep that provides a plant or animal with adequate
Delaney Heppner, 1st grade, Kessler School food, water, shelter and living space.
3rd place, K-2 Category

HaBItat;

A

et e pon b s e ool e 1k = S e SE——




_'r'j Hummin’ a Tune for Wildlife h.

On teacher feedback surveys, one request was for

more habitat and critter related music to be added
to the resources. Armed with this information we
sought permission to compile and distribute
songs from nationally-renowned artists.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
The following artists have been very generous
to this program: Banana Slug String Band,
Billy B Brennan, Lucas Miller, Dale Crider,
and Walkin’ Jim Stoltz. Please google these great
artists and thank them for their contributions!

Prairie Dogs—A Key Animal

Quincy Ferrie, 4th grade,

Hawthorne School

| love wildlife so | always remember to pick up
litter and do_notlisturb wildlife. One of my
favorite animals is the prairie dog. Did you
know that the prairie dog is a key animal? That
means that if you make it extinct a lot of other
animals won't do so well. So respect the prairie
dogs because if you respect them you’ll respect
the ecosystem.

We Can Help the Black Bear

Paul Cronin, 5 ™ grade, Four Georgians

People are earth’s main polluters. We pollute

the air with carbon dioxide, we pollute the

oceans with oil, and we pollute the earth itself

with weed killers. We also cut down forests that

animals like black bears live in. by doing this we

are destroying the habitats and homes worldwide.
We can help though. You can protect animals

by using binoculars to observe them so we

don’t disturb them. You can also pick up litter

at campgrounds. So, please next time you go

camping, respect the animals.

Facts About River Otters

Trent, 4th grade, Lincoln School

River otters don’t build dams like beavers.
The otters like mud slides, eating fish, baby
turtles, crayfish. The otters like to swim. The
otters swim well because of their webbed feet.

Respect Habitat

Tasheena Wolfchief, 4th grade,

Lincoln School

You can endanger wildlife by just littering.

Prairie Dog

Quincy Ferrie, 4th grade, Hawthorne School

Black Bear
Erin Hucke, 1st grade, Four Georgians

Black Bear

If you throw a pop can in the pond and a fish  \1ary Boespfiug, 5th grade, Four Georgians

eats it, then an otter might eat the fish and they
will both die. Also, never throw a wrapper on
the ground because if a mother bird sees it she
might pick it up and feed it to her babies. That’s
why you don't litter.

Two Otters and a Mudslide

Shelton Snyder, 4th Grade, Lincoln School

Two otters are coming down a mudslide into a
lake. When they come off the mudslide they are
going hunting for fish. You won’t want to hurt
otters, do you? So you don't hurt otters you
shouldn't litter. If you see any litter pick it up

and throw it away in a trashcan. Otter’'s main diet
is fish. Otters never let the father otter in the den
after a few weeks after the pups are born.

Animals Are A Pleasure to Me

Laura Roberts, 4th grade, Radley School
Respect means keeping animals safe to me.
First, | want to keep them safe because they are
important to me. | like them, they are a pleasure
to me. Second, | want to keep them safe because
| don’t want them to go extinct. | want them to
live to the next generation. Last, | want to keep
them safe because my favorite animal is a bird.
It is my dream to train birds. As you can see,
respect means keeping animals safe to me.

Gray Wolf

Seely Hoffman, 2nd grade, Jim Darcy School Abby Harman, 2nd grade, Jim Darcy School

River Otter
Sam Brady, 5th Grade, Lincoln School

Bald Eagle
Halley Johnston, 1st grade, Bryant School

Gray Wolf

Prairie Dog
Kristyna Rudio, 4th grade, Hawthorne

Prairie Dog
Kris Anaya, 4th grade, Hawthorne School

River Otter
Abby Castagne, 5th grade, Lincoln School

River Otter
Carly Templeton, 1st grade, Lincoln School

Bald Eagle
Grige Brown, 1st grade, Bryant School

Gray Wolf
Shaina Silvonen, 2nd grade, Jim Darcy School



Red-tailed Hawk
Madison Siebenaler, 5th grade, Radley Elementary

Red Tail Hawk
Grant Olsen, 2nd grade, Radley Elementary

Mountain Goat
Nicole Strandberg, 3rd grade, Broadwater School

Big Horn Sheep
Savannah Smith, 4th grade, Kessler School

Bison
Zach Umsted, 5th grade, Rossiter School

Lynx
Maddie Massman, 1st grade, Central School

Red-tailed Hawk
Jayden Lay, 5th grade, Radley Elementary

Moose
Jessica Selcerak, 3rd grade, Montana City

Mountain Goat
Tyler Beigh, 3rd grade, Broadwater School

Big Horn Sheep
River Wittke, 4th grade, Kessler School

Bison
lan Colbert, 5th grade, Rossiter School

Lynx
Jesse Ecklund, 2nd grade, Central School

The Red—tailed Hawk

Amanda Yancy, 4th grade,

Radley Elementary

There are many ways we can respect the
Red-Tailed Hawk. First, we cannot disturb

the nest because the mother may not come back.
We might even knock them down. We should
never litter. The bird may swallow it and choke.
Anything metal or glass will cut the bird. Don’t
feed the Red-Tailed Hawk. If we do it will think
that it has to rely on us for food. Then it will lose
its hunting skills.

The Red-tailed Hawk is Not a Game Bird

Cody Maykuth, 5th grade,

Radley Elementary

The red-tailed hawk is an important animal
because of the food chain. A good way to help
them survive is to pick up garbage on the ground.
It is really harmful to animals like the red-tailed
hawk. Items such as styrofoam cups, plastic and
other hazardous material can kill animals. Picking
up garbage could save the red-tailed hawk.
Another way we can help the red-tailed hawk
survive is to obey hunting regulations. The
red-tailed hawk is not a game bird so don’t shoot
it. An equally important reason is not to feed the
red-tailed hawk artificial food. Natural food is
better for them.

Jessica Selcerak,
3rd grade, Montana City

Bighorn Sheep
Anna Carter-Scanlon, 4th grade,
Kessler Elementary

B ig horn sheep look majestic on their cliff
| love to hear their beautiful sound

G racious, they are huge animals

H orns curl like my hair

O h how I wish to be a big horn sheep

R ams are males.

N othing is like the big horn sheep

S o how do you like the big horn sheep?

H orns weigh 30 more pounds than my body
E ars are soft as feathers

E we have good eye-sight you say?

P hew! That's all for now! Have a nice day

Bighorn Sheep
River Wittke, 4th grade, Kessler School

Bighorn Sheep
Fly with grace
Dance on the rocks as well
Keep your young safe and sound
So they can fly like you
You have strength and courage
And live like life’s a toy

Don’t Ruin the Buffalo’s Home

Marina, 5th grade, Rossiter School

Buffalo need their grass. Don’'t waste it.

Don't ruin their home. Fleeing buffalo can

be dangerous. Finding buffalo is not common.
Allow the buffalo to have their space. Learning
about buffalo can teach you a lot. Obey the rules
about respecting bison.

Habitat;
an area in which a specific plant or animal
naturally lives, grows, and reproduces; the area
that provides a plant or animal with adequate
food, water, shelter and living space.

Lynx
Jeanne Coyle, 3rd grade, Central School



R.E.S.P.E.C.T

Black-footed Ferret Black-footed Ferret Black-footed Ferret
Elia Sanchez, 3rd Grade, Smith School Thomas Schoderbek, 3rd grade, Smith School Tylee Petek, 2nd grade, Smith School
Ben Daniel, 1st grade, Smith Elementary Max Morris, 2nd grade, Smith Elementary Bethany Lindner, 5th Grade,
Radley Elementary
Black-footed Ferret L i
. R educe the amount of water you use
ferret Body is 15"-18" long y
a ferret : : :
tan ferret L ives in North American E ggs belong in their nest—not your home
atanterre Adapted to three habitats
a I|tt|§, tan ferret Critically endangered S coop your pet’'s poop—don't leave it out
a fast, little, tan ferret . .
. . K'ing of hunting
a skinny, fast, little, tan ferret P lant plants to filter pollutions
a skinny, fast, little, tan ferret hunts

Food is mainly prairie dogs

for food | E xplain to people why keeping the

in the Only eat.s meat environment clean is important

night Out at night C arpool, bike, and use public transportation
T his is rarest of North American mammals to save gas and energy
E xciting to see T ake only memories, leave only footprints
Dark band around eyes
Feet are black
E ndangered
Range is small
R odents are main food
Eager to hunt
Tail is 5" -8”

Habitat;
an area in which a specific plant or animal
naturally lives, grows, and reproduces; the area
Grizzly Bear that provides a plant or animal with adequate Grizzly Bear
Brooke Atkinson, 2nd grade, Boulder Elementary food, water, shelter and living space. Logan Leary, 4th grade, Boulder Elementary
The Red Fox

Jeri Copenhaver, 3rd grade, Jefferson School
The red fox color is rusty red with a bushy tail, and the underbelly is white. HLi5 ib8hes tall. It eats rabbits, birds and fish.
| will not litter in red fox territory. | will not harm or destroy the fox’s hamrhwill respect the fox’s family by not having it as a pet.

Red Fox Red Fox . . Red Fox
Justin Noland, 5th grade, Jefferson School Tristan Colwell, 5th grade, Jefferson School Aidan Fitzgerald, 3rd Grade, Jefferson School

As part of these efforts, HNF has been involved with
The Foundation for Animals is a unique nonprofit the Adopt-a-Species program since the beginning and  MDF, designated as Business of the Year by the
foundation dedicated to addressing the critical needs appreciates how current partnerships have revitalizedyjontana Environmental Education Association in 2007,
of animals, both domestic and wild. The foundation & great education program focusing on habitat. For  js grganized to provide hands-on experiences in nature

provides assistance to well-managed projects that ~more information, please call 406.449.5201. that will lead people to value and promote Montana’s
promote animal welfare, prevent animal suffering, natural resources. MDF providise environmental
and provide improvements for animals. education to a diverse audience.

The Adopt-a-Species program encourages K-5 Montana Wildlife Federation is Montana's oldest, = Programs include snowschool in winter months,

school children to learn about wild animals and habitdtirgest, most effective statewide grassroots, non-profinosted hikes and moonlight hikes year-round and
needs. The Foundation for Animals has been involvedvith over 7000 members, 23 affiliates. Hunters and provides key support for a multitude of programs in

with the program since inception, and has been anglers dedicated to strong conservation principles, 19 area schools. This conservation education and
instrumental in bringing educational films, and and scientific wildlife management for fish and wildliferecreational outreach engages more than 4500 outdoor
eco-entertainers to area students to increase their  habitat are at the forefront. enthusiasts each year. For more information, please
knowledge of the conservation of Montana habitat MWEF is dedicated to the principle of public call 406.495.3711.

for wildlife. For more information about the ownership of our fish and wildlife. MWF believes

Foundation for Animals, please visit our website at  responsible, ethical, fair chase hunting and angling is

www.foundationforanimals.org. an honorable part of Montana society. MWF and clubs  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, through its

mobilize quickly to respond to decision makers when employees and citizen commission, provides for the
a unified effort is needed to defend or enhance our  stewardship of the fish, wildlife, parks and recreational
Straddling the Continental Divide, the HNF is  Wwildlife heritage and hunting and fishing opportunitiesresources of Montana, while contributing to the quality

rich with natural and cultural resources. Its diverse ~ For more information, please call 406.458.0277. of life for present and future generations.
topography and geology provides great scenery and It is the belief of FWP that safe, knowledgeable,
recreational opportunities abound. The Forests’ involved, and responsible participants are essential for
mountain ranges contain a wide array of plant and . effective management and conservation of Montana’s
animal life. Native cutthroat trout and other fish species Thank You Eddy Foundation resources, and that active participation leads people to
populate clear mountain lakes and streams and wildlife and North Western Energy for develop an interest to conserve and manage those same
is found everywhere. Adopt-A-Species Program Grants in resources. For more information, please call

HNF is committed to providing quality visitor 2008! 406.444.2535.

information, education and outreach to the community.



