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Partners promoting an  
environmental ethic  

in the next generation  
 
 
 

This program is presented in partnership with the F oundation for Animals,  
Helena National Forest, Montana Discovery Foundatio n, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks,  

and the students and teachers of nineteen area scho ols.  

Partners with Wildlife 
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     The Adopt-a-Species partners started 
the year by presenting to 19 area schools  
an assembly about Montana’s wildlife 
and unveiling each school’s adopted  
animal to study throughout the school 
year. Students were asked to learn about 
their adopted species and how they raise 
their young. The focus of this education 
program teaches students the importance 
of conserving habitat for Montana’s 
wildlife, the place of each species in its 
ecosystem, and how to become partners 
with wildlife.  
     Another component of Adopt-a-
Species is a requirement for students  
to mentor others about what they have 
learned about their species. To follow-up 
their wildlife studies, students were  
encouraged to enter into the art and essay 
contest that is featured in this insert. Art  
is a great medium for students to express 
what they have learned and to share the 
excitement they have for their species.  
     Teachers are encouraged to integrate 
these studies 
into regular  
curriculum. 
Local and 
regional 
wildlife  
experts,  
biologists, 
resource 
managers and  
enthusiasts 
are made 
available to 
come into the 
classroom.  
     Since the 
artwork  
concentrated 
on wildlife and their young, we thought 
it appropriate to present the artwork near 
Mother’s Day to honor all mother’s that 
live in our habitat.   
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    This year’s theme—Growing Up 
Wild was chosen by teachers and the  
Adopt-a-Species Partner Committee.  
The focus on wildlife young was a 
unique opportunity for students to learn 
about a specific life stage of their 
school’s adopted species. Through  
multi-curricular activities in music, art, 
science, language arts, social studies, 
even drama, teachers could focus on  
several aspects of animal offspring.  
     Classification:  How do animal  
babies differ in appearance from their 
adult parents? Do they change colors  
in their life? Grow horns or antlers?   
Are males and females different sizes  
or colors? How would you tell the  
difference between young and old  
animals in a species if you spotted them 
together out in the wild? 
     Adaptations:  How does each  
species protect their young, and increase 
survival rates through adaptations? Does 
your adopted species use patterns and 
color for camouflage?  Are the young 
able to stand and run within hours of 
birth, or are they born in a den in the 
middle of winter? How many young  
are born in a litter? 
     Human Interactions:  How can  
humans be respectful towards animal  
babies during their most vulnerable life  
stage?  Is it by providing a safe distance 
between humans and a parent and its 

young?  Keeping pets 
away from newborn  
wildlife?   
     Sometimes it can even 
be providing a nesting 
source to animals like  
eagles and osprey. As 
tempting as it may be  
to “help” seemingly  
abandoned baby wildlife, 
in most cases, the best 
rule of thumb is to leave 
the young alone.  Animal  
parents know best how 

to raise healthy babies. 

               Silver Creature By Paul Irwin, 5th Grade, Radley School 
    In the windy night this creature looks silver, like the ponds that ripple in  
the moonlight. It’s not a house cat even though it is small. It is not a bobcat,  
although its paws are big. But it is a lynx, who is stalking the woods for  
snowshoe hares in the moonlit night, who climbs on trees to hunt for prey. 
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Isabelle Brus-Hultin—2nd Place 3-5th graders  
4th grade, Jefferson School   

Amber Brown—3rd Place 3-5th graders, 5th grade,   
Jim Darcy School  

Makayla Geiszler—1st Place k-2 graders,  2nd grade, Montana City School  

Britta Binde—1st Place 3-5th graders, 4th grade, Radley School 

Brendan Anderson—3rd Place, k-2 graders,  
2nd grade, Jim Darcy School  

Jamie Starke—2nd Place, k-2 graders,  
2nd grade, Jim Darcy School  
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Erin Sargent, 4th grade, Jefferson  
  

Beaver Haikou 
Small Kit, small Beaver 

Drinks milk from its mother’s chest 
Lives in the water 

 
Beavers live in dams 

Live in a lake of water 
Nature’s engineers 

 
Little kit, Baby 

Sleeps in a dam, little one 
Dad will protect you 

 
Baby Beaver, small 

Loving one, loving beaver 
Living with small kin 

 
 
  

 
Alli Wade, 3rd grade, Kessler School 
 
              Eagles of the Sky 
 
Baby eagle eggs are gray when they  
leave the nest.  The eggs turn brown. 
After twelve weeks the eaglets are grown. 
L ittle baby eaglets hatch after 35 days. 
During their third and fourth years, bald  
eagles have brown and white feathers on 
their body. 
 
Eagles normally lay two to three eggs  
a year. 
A male bald eagle measures 3 feet from 
head to tail, weighs 7 to 10 pounds, and 
has a wing span of about 6.5 feet. 
Getting the food for the babies, the mama 
hunts for fish. 
L ittle young eaglets fly within 3 months. 
Eagles are the emblem of the United 
States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridger Longtine,  4th grade,  Jefferson  
   
  Beavers 
     The beaver is a large rodent that builds 
dams, and they also build their homes 
which are called lodges.  And when they 
are swimming and they hear any sign of 
danger, they slap their tail. And when they 
are in their lodge, they eat bark. The mom 
and dad take care of their babies for two 
years giving them milk. They have claws 
on their back feet to comb their hair.  And 
when they build a dam, they are like little 
engineers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Emily Burke, 3rd grade, Rossiter School 
 
    Eaglets Cinquain 
               Eaglets 
        Fluffy, gangly 
Hopping, jumping, piercing 
      Begging mom for fish 
                Soft 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Michael Nettleton,  
3rd grade, Rossiter School 
           
        Bald Eagle Cinquain 
                       Food 
              Crunchy, bony 
          Dangling, eating, fishing 
         No antagonizing mommy 
                        Prey 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emma Brant, 3rd grade, Kessler School 
 
          Amazing Bald Eagles 
 
B ig birds are they, at a wing span of 7ft. 
A bald eagle soars fast by me 
L ittle bald eagles are gray and white 
D id you see a bald eagle this week? 
 
E agles protect their young, no matter 
what. 
A baby bald eagle does not get its white 
head until it is 3 or 4 years old. 
G et the kokanee salmon; the babies are  
hungry 
L  ittle bald eagles stay in the nest for three 
months. 
E very eagle has its work to do. 
S o look for those bald eagles next time. 
 

 

Olivia Hultin-Brus, 4th grade, Jefferson  School Emma Stout, 1st grade, Jefferson School 

Jordan Harrison, 3rd grade, Rossiter School Marissa Tenter, 2nd grade,  
Kessler School 

Emma Brandt, 2nd grade, Kessler School 

Conor Quick, 3rd grade, Rossiter School  

Elise Stelter, 1st grade, Four Georgian’s School 
Lizzie Bell, 1st grade, Four Georgian’s School 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amber Brown, 5th grade,  
Jim Darcy School  

 
Moose Moose Baby 

There’s a moose 
It’s not called a meese 

Like goose 
Are called geese 

 
It’s hard to be a calf 
I love my mother 

She normally doesn’t have twins 
But I still have a brother 

 
For the next two weeks  

I’ll drink milk 
I’ll stay with my mother for 

 just one winter 
I’m as fast as any human 

She doesn’t let me get a splinter 
 

I don’t think you should 
 touch me 

Mom’s powerful kick will  
send you flying 

I love swampy areas 
I don’t want you dying 

Jaden Culbertson, 3rd grade, 
Radley School 

 
       Lynx in its Habitat 
 
     The lynx cares for and rears its 
young in its habitat. First, all lynx  
are always found in forests. Lynx  
love to scale trees mainly to get  
away from wolves. Lynx like being 
way up high. Second, the first few 
weeks, the lynx babies stay in their 

home. The babies nurse from their 
mother’s milk.  The mother lynx 
leaves so she can hunt, but she’s  
always so close to the den. Last, the 
kittens prepare to hunt by playing.  
When the kittens are two months  
old, they help their mother hunt.  
The kittens learn to catch food early. 
The kittens watch their mother hunt 
and they learn from her. Finally,  
the mother lynx really cares for  
her babies. 

By Mrs. Johnson’s Montessori Class,  
Central School 
 

Black Footed Ferrets 
 

B old  
L ong and Lean 
A ctive and adventuresome 
C unning and courageous 
K its are well cared for 
 
F orward facing eyes 
O utrageously cute 
O utstanding hunters 
T ipped tail 
E nergetic 
D omesticated at times 
 
F earless and foolish 
E ats prairie dogs 
R esides underground 
R ambunctious raiding rascal 
E ndangered 
T wo feet long 
S leeps in the day 

Aubrey Irwin, 3 rd grade, Radley School 
 

Lynx care for their young 
 
     Lynx give birth to 2 to 6 kittens once a 
year.  The young stay with the mother for 
one more winter before they move out to 
live on their own as young adults. 

Katlyn Jablonski, 3rd grade, Radley School 

Hailee Cross, 5th grade, Radley School 

Keaton Thompson, 2nd grade, Central School 

Maria Moore, 1st grade, Central School 

Elisabeth Davidson, 2nd grade,  Jim Darcy 

Cheyenne Jones, 4th grade, Lincoln School 

Carly Templeton, 2nd grade, Lincoln School  
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      The Foundation for Animals is a 
unique nonprofit foundation dedicated to 
addressing the critical needs of animals, 
both domestic and wild. The foundation 
provides assistance to well-managed  
projects that promote animal welfare,  
prevent animal suffering, and provide  
improvements for animals. 
      The Adopt-a-Species program  
encourages K-5 school children to learn 
about wild animals and habitat needs. The 
Foundation for Animals has been involved 
with the program since inception, and has 
been instrumental in bringing educational 
films, and eco-entertainers to area students 
to increase their knowledge of the  
conservation of Montana habitat for  
wildlife. For more information about the  
Foundation for Animals, please visit our  
website at www.foundationforanimals.org. 
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      Straddling the Continental Divide,  
the HNF is rich with natural and cultural  
resources. Its diverse topography and  

geology provides great scenery and  
recreational opportunities abound. The 
Forests’ mountain ranges contain a wide 
array of plant and animal life. Native  
cutthroat trout and other fish species  
populate clear mountain lakes and streams 
and wildlife is found everywhere.  
       HNF is committed to providing quality 
visitor information, education and outreach 
to the community. As part of these efforts, 
HNF has been involved with the Adopt-a-
Species program since the beginning and 
appreciates how current partnerships have 
revitalized a great education program  
focusing on habitat. For more information, 
please call 406.449.5201. 
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      MDF, designated as Business of the 
Year by the Montana Environmental  
Education Association in 2007, is  
organized to provide hands-on experiences 
in nature that will lead people to value  
and promote Montana’s natural resources.  
MDF provides free environmental  
education to a diverse audience. Programs 
include snowschool in winter months, 

hosted hikes and moonlight hikes  
year-round and provides key support  
for a multitude of programs in 19 area  
schools. This conservation education  
and recreational outreach engages more 
than 4500 outdoor enthusiasts each year.  
For more information, please call 
406.495.3711. 
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     Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 
through its employees and citizen 
commission, provides for the stewardship 
of the fish, wildlife, parks and recreational 
resources of Montana, while contributing 
to the quality of life for present and future 
generations. 
      It is the belief of FWP that safe,  
knowledgeable, involved, and responsible 
participants are essential for effective 
management and conservation of 
Montana’s resources, and that active 
participation leads people to develop an 
interest to conserve and manage those 
same resources. For more information, 
visit fwp.mt.gov.  
 

Bears are Free to Roam 
 
Cubs have fun and they like to run! 
They don’t like money:  
But they do like honey 
A cub should have a mother 
And they should have a brother 
Cubs eat roots and they get the toots! 
On cubs paws they have a lot of claws 
They climb trees and see a lot of bees 
The cubs know they need to grow 
They see plants and they eat ants 
They like to wrestle and fight 
And they like to bite 
The woods are a bear’s home and they are free to roam 
They are born in the spring but they don’t like to sing  
Cubs like stumps and black bear’s don’t have humps!! 
 

 Black Bears Need To Be Wild!! 
 
The trees have bees.  
The cubs play in the sun.  
They have fun. 
The cubs run and run.  
The cubs run up the tree to get honey  
  from the bees.   
The trees have bees. 
The cubs play in the sun.  
The cubs run home to sleep in the forest    
  dark and deep.  
The cubs climb down the tree to get     
  away from the bees.  

Growing Up Wild 
Baby bears are called cubs.  
They like to eat grubs  
Cubs can can climb trees  
To get honey from bees  
Babies can’t fish  
But they sure can wish. 
Cubs love to play on a sunny day.  
Baby bears should be free;  
Growing up wild 
Its how it should be!  

Lauren Krenning, 1st grade, Wolf Creek School 
The poem below is what Lauren’s bear says.  

Raegan Doherty, 4th grade, Wolf Creek School  
The poem below is what Raegan’s tree says.  

June LePage, Kindergarten, Wolf Creek School  
The poem below is what June’s bear says.  

Grady Koenig, 2nd grade, Montana City School Jessi Hendricks, 2nd grade, Montana City School 

Max Schmidt,  2nd grade, Hawthorne Elementary 
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