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“All our efforts to conserve wildlife are for naught if we fail to sow the  seeds  
of  an  environmental ethic in the next generation.”  A. Berkovits 
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Teacher Workshop Set for Wednesday, May 13
th
 

Adopt-A-Species contact teachers can set their calendars for the annual spring 

workshop on Wednesday, May 13
th
 from 1-3pm at the Helena National Forest 

Supervisor’s Office.  This is a great opportunity to share your success with the  

Adopt-A-Species program this past year, give the program partners your feedback, 

learn about plans for the 2009-2010 year, and exchange trunks for the new year.    

As in the past, half day substitutes can be reimbursed by submitting an invoice to 

Montana Discovery Foundation. 

Adopt-A-Species Newsletter 
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January, 2009 
Animal Thoughts 

Have your students play the roles of  
various animals and tell what they would 
think about actions taken by humans. 
Goal: Participants will have fun  
considering how our choices affect the 
animals living in the areas we visit.  
Time: 15 minutes 
Objectives 
 Participants will be able to: 

choose actions to minimize their  

impact to local animals 

recognize ways in which they stress  

animals, even ones they don't see 
Materials 
Required items for the activity: a bag of 
scenarios cut into individual slips of paper 
specific to your adopt-a-species—see 
examples below:  

You come upon a bush of huckle- 

berries and pick them all for a  
special treat at camp. 

You pull two really nice walking sticks 

with cool beaver-chewed ends out of 
a dam across a meandering creekbed 
and the water rushes out the opening. 

You cut down a dead snag tree and 

use it for firewood. 

You yell across the meadow to your 

buddy that its time for dinner. 

It's too dark to do dishes after dinner 

so you wait to clean in the morning. 

You run out of rinse water so you 

rinse the soapy dishes off in the 
creek. 

You decide to have a campfire. 

Motivator 
Think about how you'd feel if someone 
walked in your front door uninvited and  
 

made himself at home. He watched TV for 
a few hours, ate all your snacks and soda, 
and then left without cleaning up after 
himself. How would you feel? How can we 
be good guests in their home? 
Presentation 

Ask for volunteers to play the roles of 

their adopt-a-species and their young. 

Position the animals around the area. 

They will respond with their thoughts 
for each scenario that is chosen. 

Everyone else gets to be campers. 

One at a time, they pull a scenario  
out of the bag and read it. Have  
students act out the scenarios.  

Each animal in turn tells what he 

thinks about the actions taken and 
how it affects him. 

After all animals talk, everyone can 

discuss or add ideas before the next 
scenario. 

For example, cutting down a dead snag 
could affect animals by:  

Destroying the bird's nest that was in 

it. Or, killing the bugs the bird eats. 

Killing the ant colony or bee hive that 

the bear was going to eat to survive 
the winter. 

Destroying the hollow cavity in which 

an animal dens. 

Removing a lot of bio-mass that could 

have decayed and provided nutrients 
for new bushes, berries, and trees. 

Reflection 

Is there anything we do in the wild that 

doesn't affect the animals that live there? 

What are some ways in general that we 

can minimize our impact on animals? 

(leave things as they are, be quiet, be 

alert) 

 

Save the Date— 
 

May 13 , 2009 

1– 3 pm  

2880 Skyway Drive 

(HNF Supervisor’s Office)   

for the annual  

Adopt-a-Species 

Teacher’s Workshop. 
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School 

 

2007-2008 

Adopted Species 

School Contacts Address  

 

Broadwater 

324-1132 

Red Tail Hawk Annie Tague 

rtague@helena.k12.mt.us 

900 Hollins 

Helena 59602 

Bryant 

324-1179 

Mountain Goat Matt Ventresca 

mventresca@helena.k12.mt.us 

1529 Boulder  

Helena 59601 

Central  

324-1237 

Black Footed Ferret Deb Johnson 

djohnson@helena.k12.mt.us 

402 N. Warren 

Helena 59601 

Four Georgians  

324-1324  

River Otter Helga Stimson 
hstimson@helena.k12.mt.us 

555 West Custer 

Helena 59602 

Hawthorne 

324-1390 

Osprey Christy Benning 

cbenning@helena.k12.mt.us 

420 Madison Av 

Helena 59601 

Jefferson  

324-2079 

Beaver Sherri Haller 

shaller@helena.k12.mt.us 

1023 Broadway  

Helena 59601 

Jim Darcy  

324-1429 

Moose Shelly Sharp 

ssharp@helena.k12.mt.us 

990 W. Lincoln Road 

Helena MT  59602 

Kessler 

324-1687 

Bald Eagle Susan Beckstrom 

sbeckstrom@helena.k12.mt.us 

2420 Choteau 

Helena 59601 

Radley 

227-7710 

Lynx Kate Dartman 
kdartman@ehps.k12.mt.us 

PO. Box 1280 

East Helena 59635 

Rossiter 

324-1514 

Bald Eagle Cynthia Mulvaney 
cmulvaney@helena.k12.mt.us 

1497 Sierra Road 

Helena 59602 

Smith 

324-1528 

Mountain Lion Jodee Martello 

jmartello@helena.k12.mt.us 

2320 5th Ave. 

Helena 59601 

Warren 

324-1616 

Grizzly Bear Sue Nyland 

snyland@hotmail.com 

2690 York Road 

Helena. MT 59602 

Boulder  

225-3316 

Pine Marten Janice Crawley 

janice.crawley@bgs.k12.mt.us 

205 S. Washington 

Boulder MT  59632 

Canyon Creek 

368-2230 

Big Horn Sheep Katrina Chaney 

katrinachaney@yahoo.com 

PO Box 523 

Canyon Creek, MT 59633 

Clancy  

933-5531 

Bison Lisa Heitt 

lheitt@clancy.k12.mt.us 

6 N Main 

Clancy, MT 59634 

Lincoln 

362-4201 

Prairie Dog Annette Gardner  

agardner@lincoln.k12.mt.us  

P.O. Box 39 

Lincoln Mt  59639 

Montana City 

442-6779 

Red Fox Jan Martineau  

jmartineau@metnet.mt.gov 

11 McClellan Creek Rd 

Clancy MT 59634  

Townsend 

266-3942 

Gray Wolf Jennifer Anderson 

janderson@townsend.k12.mt.us 

201 N. Spruce 

Townsend MT  59644 

Wolf Creek 

235-4241 

Black Bear Nellene Hickel 

nellenehickel@hughes.net 

PO Box 200 

Wolf Creek MT  59648 

Committee Contacts 

Organization Contact Address & Phone E-mail 
Foundation for Animals 

 

**classroom visits 

Marilyn Evans 

Diane Nickman 

**Carla Wambach 

PO Box 389 

Helena, MT 59624 

443-6532 

mkfa@mt.net 

www.montanawildlife.org 

Helena National Forest **Liz Burke 2880 Skyway Drive 

Helena, MT 59601 

495-3713 

lizburke@fs.fed.us 

Montana  

Discovery  

Foundation 

**Debbie Anderson 

**Samsara Chapman 

2880 Skyway Drive 

Helena, MT 59601 

495-3711, 495-3718 

debbieanderson@fs.fed.us 

samsarachapman@fs.fed.us 

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks **Kurt Cunningham PO Box 200701 

Helena, MT 59620 

444-1267 

kcunningham@mt.gov 

2007-2008 School Contact List 

Adopt-A-Species Newsletter Page 2 
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More Classroom Ideas 

Seed Mosaic 
1. White glue 

2. Photocopy of your adopt-a-species {from book or magazine} 

3. Assorted types of seeds and beans 

4. Toothpicks 

5. Piece of cardboard at least 2 inches wider + longer  

than photocopy of animal 

6. Spray craft sealer 

Directions: 
Glue photocopy of animal onto cardboard, centering so that 

you leave the same amount of cardboard evenly around the paper.  
Draw a simple habitat around the animal, color in the habitat first or if ambitious, use seeds/beans, too. 

Have students decide which seeds/beans best simulate the pattern of  their animal.  
Working on a small section at a time, cover an area of the animal with glue and then arrange the seeds to 

look like the feathers or fur, angle them in the directions the feathers or fur would angle. For example for the 
adopt-a-species birds use larger seeds on wings and tail feathers, smaller ones on body and head—whatever 
looks best for their critter. 

After it is completely covered, let dry. Turn upside down to get rid of loose seeds/beans.  
Spray with craft sealer to keep any seeds/beans from coming off.  
Frame as desired, covering cardboard up to picture with mat and frame  
Have vacuum cleaner and broom on hand!  

Sensory Appreciation 

Divide children into two groups. Prepare little vials (film canisters with holes in their lids are excellent) with 

things that have strong, though not necessarily unpleasant, scents in them. Examples include: a section of  

orange, a cinnamon stick, a piece of pine, almond or other extract on a cotton ball, dried mint leaves, fennel 

or anise, perfume, flowers, coffee beans, tea, or herbs. Pass out matching pairs of scent vials. Have each 

group try to find the matching scent vial in the other group.  Discuss the way animals frequently recognize  

each other by scent. 

January, 2009 Page 3 

 

Art Contest Rules 2009 
The AAS partners are counting on your students to learn about their adopt-a-species’ young. Students 

should develop an understanding of how their animal is connected to the web of life in the Montana  

ecosystem (fwp.mt.gov/education). The spring artwork will be judged on: 
Teachers: K—2 grades 
For students K-2, please have your students create artwork, approximately 8 1/2 x 11” that depicts how 

their adopt-a-species cares for and rears its young in its habitat. All media will be accepted, so please 

feel free to take creative license.  

Teachers: 3—5 grades 
Please have your students create artwork, approximately 8 1/2 x 11” that depicts how their adopt-a-

species cares for and rears it young in its habitat. We would also like writing from the older students 

about what their animal’s offspring needs to grow up in the wild. This can come in the form of an  

essay, poetry or song—where  ever their imaginations take them. We would like their writing to be on 

one side of a lined 8 1/2 x 11” sheet of paper. All media for artwork will be accepted—please take  

creative license.  
 

DEADLINE FOR ART—MARCH 12, 2009 
Mail or deliver entries to Liz Burke, Helena National Forest, 2880 Skyway Drive, Helena MT  59602 

For more information, please call 495-3713 or 495-3711. 
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Program Mission, Goals & Standards 
Program Mission:   

To increase student awareness and understanding of Montana wildlife and the need for habitat stewardship 

   Goal 1:  Participating students will increase their awareness of Montana wildlife through study of their 

 adopted species.  

    Goal 2:  Participating students will increase their awareness of native habitat and how to be good stewards 

 of the land. 

 Goal 3:  Participating students will improve and utilize their science, art and writing skills to teach others 

 about their adopted species. 

State Standards Addressed: 

 Science Content Standard 3:  (1) A students must be able to demonstrate knowledge of characteristics, 

structures, and function of living things, the process and diversity of life, and how living organisms interact with each 

other and their environment. 

 Writing Content Standards 1, 2, 5:  A student must be able to write clearly and effectively.  A student must 

apply a range of skills and strategies in the writing process.  Students recognize the structures of various forms and 

apply these characteristics to their own writing. 

 Art Content Standards 1, 3:  A student must be able to create, perform/exhibit, and respond in the Arts; 
develop and refine art skills and techniques, ideas, pose and solve problems, and discover meaning. 

 Social Studies Content Standards 1, 3:  Students will access, synthesize, and evaluate information to 
communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real-world situations; Students will apply geographic knowledge 

and skills (e.g. location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 

Montana Wildlife Grows Up Wild!!! 
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Black                Bear Cub 

Moose calves 

Prairie Dog Pups 

Bison  calf 

Eaglets 

Mountain Lion cubs 
Otter pup or whelp 

Wolf pup 

Mountain Goat kid 

calf—cub—pup—kitten—whelp—fawn—fledgling—eaglet—kit—kid—billy—eyas—baby—lamb—lambkin—chickhiccossett—
ca

lf
—

cu
b
—

 p
u

p
—

k
it

te
n
—

w
h

el
p
—

fa
w

n
—

fl
ed

g
li

n
g
—

ea
g
le

t—
k
it
—

k
id

—
b

il
ly

—
ey

as
—

b
ab

y
—

la
m

b
—


